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November 15, 2024 
 
The Honorable Jason Smith    The Honorable Richard Neal  
Chairman       Ranking Member 
U.S. House Ways and Means Committee    U.S. House Ways and Means Committee 
1139 Longworth HOB     1129 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515    Washington D.C. 20515  
 
Dear Chairman Smith and Ranking Member Neal: 
 
As the organizations representing our nation's over 300,000 pharmacists at all sites of care and 
our millions of patients in every congressional district and state, we are writing to thank you 
for your continued support and to request a full committee markup of H.R. 1770/S. 2477, 
the Equitable Community Access to Pharmacist Services Act (ECAPS) this year, and 
inclusion in any potential end-of-year legislative package.  
 
As you know, ECAPS has strong bipartisan support with 145 cosponsors, including 18 of the 25 
members of the majority and 8 of the minority members of the Ways and Means Committee. 
ECAPS is also supported by more than 200 groups representing patients, seniors, and rural 
Americans, every state pharmacist and pharmacy organization, and 113 pharmacy Deans from 
all over the country—many in committee members’ congressional districts.  
 
ECAPS is necessary to maintain access to lower-cost pharmacist-provided test, treatment, and 
immunization services for common respiratory conditions to one of our nation’s most vulnerable 
populations, our seniors, particularly in rural and medically underserved areas who have come 
to depend on pharmacists to access critical care and services where no other options often 
exist.  
 
ECAPS also supports small businesses and helps local community pharmacies keep their doors 
open to many rural and underserved communities who desperately need access to these health 
care services. Nine in 10 Americans live within 5 miles of a pharmacy, and patients visit their 
community pharmacist approximately twice as frequently as any other part of the health care 
system. Studies have shown that federal and state governments rely on pharmacists as a vital 
front line of our nation’s public health infrastructure, which has saved millions of lives and 
billions of taxpayer dollars.  
 
Pharmacists provide these services under state laws and receive reimbursement under many 
Medicaid programs and private insurers, but not Medicare. This is a glaring hole in our nation’s 
primary care system. ECAPS would also ensure Medicare will cover immunizations provided by 
pharmacists under law, rather than relying on regulatory workarounds that are not codified 
under federal law.  
 
Action is necessary to protect seniors’ access to pharmacist-provided primary care services and 
keep our nation’s pharmacies open. As you know losing a pharmacy is a traumatic experience 
for a community. Once lost, those communities never get that local pharmacy back. We urge 
you to act to markup ECAPS and support its inclusion in any end-of-year legislative package.  
The health and well-being of one of our nation’s most vulnerable populations depends on it.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

1. American Pharmacists Association (APhA)  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1770/cosponsors?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr1770%22%7D
https://pharmacycare.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Sign-On-Letter-Support-Federal-Legislation-H.R.-1770-S.-2477-Congress.pdf
https://pharmacycare.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Pharmacy-Letter-in-Support-of-HR-1770.pdf
https://www.pharmacist.com/DNNGlobalStorageRedirector.ashx?egsfid=xcqs-0brt0s%3d
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36202712/#:%7E:text=Using%20conservative%20estimates%2C%20pandemic%20interventions%20by%20pharmacists%20and,hospitalizations%2C%20and%20%24450%20billion%20in%20health%20care%20costs.
https://pharmacy.osu.edu/practice-advancement
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/21620f1e07c14d7f81adc4503faaf51e
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2. Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP)  
3. Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE)  
4. American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) 
5. American College of Apothecaries (ACA)  
6. American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP)  
7. American Society of Consultant Pharmacists (ASCP)  
8. American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) 
9. American Association of Psychiatric Pharmacists (AAPP) 
10. Hematology/Oncology Pharmacists Association (HOPA) 
11. National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations (NASPA) 
12. National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) 
13. National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS)  
14. National Association of Specialty Pharmacy (NASP)  
15. National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA)  
16. National Pharmaceutical Association (NPhA)  
17. Society of Infectious Diseases Pharmacists (SIDP)  

Alabama Pharmacy Association (APA) 
Alabama Society of Heath-System Pharmacists, Inc (ASHP) 
Alaska Pharmacists Association (AKPhA) 
Arizona Pharmacy Association (AzPA) 
Arkansas Association of Health-System Pharmacists (APA) 
Arkansas Pharmacists Association (APA) 
California Pharmacists Association (CPhA) 
California Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP) 
Colorado Pharmacists Society (CPS) 
Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) 
Connecticut Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP) 
Delaware Pharmacists Society (DPS) 
Delaware Society of Health-System Pharmacists (DSHP) 
Florida Pharmacy Association (FPA) 
Florida Society of Health-System Pharmacists (FSHP) 
Georgia Pharmacy Association (GPhA) 
Georgia Society of Health-System Pharmacists (GSHP) 
Hawaii Pharmacists Association (HPhA) 
Idaho State Pharmacy Association (ISPA)  
Idaho Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ISHP) 
Illinois Council of Health-System Pharmacists (ICHP) 
Illinois Pharmacists Association (IPhA) 
Indiana Pharmacist Association (IPA) 
Indiana Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ISHP) 
Iowa Pharmacy Association (IPA) 
Kansas Pharmacists Association (KPhA) 
Kansas Council of Health-System Pharmacy (KCHP) 
Kentucky Pharmacists Association (KPhA) 
Kentucky Society of Health-System Pharmacists (KSHA) 
Louisiana Society of Health-System Pharmacists (LSHP) 
Maine Pharmacy Association (MPA) 
Maine Society of Health System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Maryland Pharmacists Association (MPhA)  
Maryland Society of Health-System Pharmacy (MSHP) 
Massachusetts Pharmacists Association (MPhA) 
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Massachusetts Society of Health-System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Michigan Pharmacists Association (MPA) 
Michigan Society of Health-System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Minnesota Pharmacists Association (MPhA) 
Minnesota Society of Health-System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Mississippi Pharmacists Association (MPhA) 
Mississippi Society of Health System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Missouri Pharmacy Association (MPA)  
Missouri Society of Health-System Pharmacists (MSHP) 
Montana Pharmacy Association (MPA) 
Nebraska Pharmacists Association (NPA) 
Nevada Pharmacy Alliance (NPA) 
Nevada Society of Health Systems Pharmacists (NVSHP) 
New Hampshire Society of Health-System Pharmacists (NHSHP) 
New Jersey Pharmacists Association (NJPhA) 
New Jersey Society of Health-System Pharmacists (NJSHP) 
New Mexico Pharmacists Association (NMPhA) 
New Mexico Society of Health-System Pharmacists (NMSHP) 
New York State Council of Health-System Pharmacists (NYSCHP) 
North Carolina Association of Pharmacists (NCAP) 
North Dakota Pharmacists Association (NDPhA) 
North Dakota Society of Health-System Pharmacists (NDSHP)  
Ohio Pharmacists Association (OPA) 
Ohio Society of Health-System Pharmacy (OSHP) 
Oklahoma Pharmacists Association (OPhA) 
Oklahoma Society of Health-System Pharmacists (OSHP) 
Oregon Society of Health-System Pharmacists (OSHP) 
Oregon State Pharmacy Association (OSPA) 
Pennsylvania Pharmacists Association (PPA) 
Pennsylvania Society of Health-System Pharmacists (PSHP) 
Colegio De Farmaceuticos De Puerto Rico (CFPR) 
Pharmacists Society of the State of New York (PSSNY) 
Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin (PSW)  
Rhode Island Pharmacists Association (RIPA) 
Rhode Island Society of Health-System Pharmacists (RISHP) 
South Carolina Pharmacy Association (SCPhA)  
South Carolina Society of Health System Pharmacists (SCSHP) 
South Dakota Pharmacists Association (SDPhA) 
South Dakota Society of Health-System Pharmacists (SDSHP) 
Tennessee Pharmacists Association (TPA) 
Texas Pharmacy Association (TPA) 
Texas Society of Health-System Pharmacists (TSHP) 
Utah Pharmacy Association (UPhA)  
Utah Society of Health-System Pharmacists (USHP) 
Vermont Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists (VTSHP) 
Vermont Pharmacists Association (VPA) 
Virginia Pharmacists Association (VPhA)  
Virginia Society of Health-System Pharmacists (VSHP) 
Washington Metropolitan Society of Health-System Pharmacists (WMSHP) 
Washington State Pharmacy Association (WSPA) 
West Virginia Pharmacists Association (WVPA) 
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West Virginia Society of Health System Pharmacists (WVSHP) 
Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin (PSW) 
Wyoming Pharmacy Association (WPhA) 
Wyoming Society of Health System Pharmacy (WYSHP) 
 
cc: 
Rep. Adrian Smith 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett 
Rep. Vern Buchanan 
Rep. Mike Kelly 
Rep. David Schweikert 
Rep. Darin LaHood 
Rep. Jodey Arrington 
Rep. Drew Ferguson 
Rep. Kevin Hern 
Rep. Carol Miller 
Rep. David Kustoff 
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
Rep. Greg Steube 
Rep. Claudia Tenney 
Rep. Michelle Fischbach 
Rep. Michelle Steel 
Rep. Beth Van Duyne 
Rep. Randy Feenstra 
Rep. Nicole Malliotakis 
Rep. Mike Carey 
Rep. Mike Thompson 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer 
Rep. Terri Sewell 
Rep. Suzan DelBene 
Rep. Dwight Evans 
Rep. Brad Schneider 
 
 


